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BY L A RRY C AU D LE JR. ('82), president, ]MU Alumni Association

y the time this update arrives, students
will be a few weeks into the 2015- 16
school year and settling into their newly
devised routines. The excitement of a
new academic year and the hope of new
possibilities accompanying it are palpable to anyone walking around our campus.
This feeling of a new beginning transcends the
limits of Harrisonburg and extends to our alumni
and is evident as we make our Madison plans for
the fall. Actually, planning by many of our alumni
and friends who volunteer their time, treasures and
talents to the university began back in early June at
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(Above): Conference attendees gather in the
Student Success Center atrium. (inset, top): A shley Privott leads the plenary session with President Alger. (inset. bottom): Alumni Association
Board members meet before the awards dinner.

the Madison Alumni Conference. For over 10 years,
MAC (no sports funs, not that MAC) has become an
educational event where engaged alumni are treated
to an in-depth view of the university's inner workings and its long-range plans. More importantly,
however, it is a celebration during which the university expresses its gratitude to those who are engaged
with their alma mater at the highest levels.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MIKE MIRI EL LO ( ' 09M)
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This year, approximately

75 voluntee rs from the
Duke Club, Admissions,
the Alumni Association
and many of its chapters
(including the Black Alumni
Chapter, Boston, Charlotte,
Cheerleading, Dallas, Hampton Roads, Harrisonburg,
Marching Royal Dukes,
MetroDukes, Nashville and
Richmond), attended MAC
June 5-7. The highlights
of the weekend included a
question-and-answer session
with President Alger, Provost
Jerry Benson, Vice President
Donna Harper and Vice
President Nick Langridge
and an in-depth view into JMU Alumni Association Executive Director Ashley Privott ('15M)
significant capital improve- presents Harrisonburg Chapter President Zac Hittie ('06, '10M) with
ments planned for campus, the Volunteer of the Year award at the 2015 Madison Alumni Conference awards dinner on June 6.
which Senior Vice President
of Administration and Finance Charlie King and about their never-ending list of reasons they invest
Associate Vice President for Business Services in Madison. Get involved volunteering and representing JMU this year to be part of MAC 2016.
Towana Moore provided.
Your Alumni Association Board of Directors
The capital improvements presentation gave
MAC volunteers a bird's-eye view of the Grace spent the summer planning for the upcoming
Street Apartments, which will house upperclass- year and welcoming its newest members: Jeremy
men chis fall; the UREC renovation and addition Brown ('94), Cathy Dotter ('89), Lt. Gen. Ray
currently underway chat will nearly double the Mason ('78), Tom Rogowski ('84), Frank Smith
size of the existing facility; the new Convocation ('03), Pratt Templeton ('14) and Kim Turner ('OO).
Center, which will serve not only as a first-class We are thankful for their willingness co serve the
basketball venue, but a gem of the Valley, capable JMUAA and look forward to benefitting from
of accommodating large conventions and attract- the many diverse talents they bring co the board.
ing top performers; and the vision of the new One of the most exciting projects we have for the
breathtaking College of Business that will finally upcoming year is the addition of a "Visit Madibring the physical assets of the COB to a level son" portal on the alumni website so alums seeking to return to campus can plan their visits. The
equal co the reputation it has earned.
MAC weekend officially concluded with the website will include information about campus
ever-popular MAC Awards Dinner, which was and ongoing events, and point to local lodging
h eld in the Bridgeforth Stadium Club Room. and meal options as well as other places of interMany, however, stuck around for the Sunday est co visit while in the Valley. You should begin
morning continental breakfast and t he even looking for this feature in the spring.
As we embark upon a new school year, consider
m ore popular Bookstore spree, where volunteers
received 20 percent off their purchases. For me, how you might elevate your involvement with
the true excitement of the conference came from Madison. Groups and clubs with which you were
hearing from the most active alumni and friends associated while a student at JMU are in need of
alumni sponsorship and guidance. Register with
1
the Alumni Online Community on the JMUAA
Madison Alumni Conferwebsite, which will connect you with classmates
ence ... is a celebration
and friends. Consider signing up with JMU Love,
which is a resource for matching you with volduring which the universunteer opportunities. Come back co campus and
ity expresses its gratitude
help sell out Bridgeforth and the Convo or attend
a performance at the Forbes Center for the Perto those who are engaged
forming Arts. And, as always, be an ambassador
with their alma mater at
for JMU by wearing your Dukes gear and talking
the highest levels.'
to prospective students and their parents about
attending Madison. Go Dukes!
$
- L ARRY CAUDLE JR . ( ' 82)
PHOTOGRAPH BY LAKAY L A BONAPARTE ( ' 15)
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol38/iss3/23
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Climate Change: Discover How ii Impacts
Spaceship Earth
BY JOSHUA
SNEIOEMAN (' 91)
NOMAD PRESS, 2015
ISBN-10: 161930273X

Joshua Sneideman ('91),
current Albert Einstein
Distinguished Education
Fellow at the U.S. Department of
Energy, is a co-author of this book
containing 25 STEM-oriented
activities designed to educate
middle-school students about the
technological and scientific aspects
of climate change. The book has
received reviews from the National
Energy Education Development
Project and the National AfterSchool Association. "I am excited
to represent all of Duke Dog Nation
with the publication of our book
on climate change," he says.
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The Ponzi Princes
BY MARK MOREWITZ ( '91 )
CREATESPACEINDEPENDENT
PUBLISHING PLATFORM, 2015
ISBN-10: 150779018X

This memoir chronicles
Morewitz's relationship
with New York con artist
Laurie Schneider. Schneider, who in 2014 was sentenced to three years in a
federal prison, scammed
Morewitz and 45 of his
friends and family members into losing more than S2
million. Morewitz was interviewed
about the ordeal on CNBC.

Pierce Hiller:
Dada Detective
BY JAMES DAWSON (' 7 9)
AMAZON DIGITAL SER-

l'

VICES INC., 2015
ASIN: BOOXSB3GV8

I

Dawson's short-story
collection features a
bizarre private detective
character inspired by his
former JMU roommate,
Pierce Askegren ('78).
Continued on Page 52
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